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‘In the Loop’ with the Lewiston-Porter Board of Education

Tidings of comfort and joy
BY JODEE RIORDAN
Board of Education President

With this Christmas Day edi-
tion of “In the Loop,” we send you 
great tidings of comfort and joy. 
The Board of Education wishes 
you and your family the happiest 
of holidays. We may not be able to 
gather everyone we love near to 
us, as in olden days, but the simple 
joys of the season endure.

As the chairman of a different 
board once sang, “Let your heart 
be light; from now on, all our trou-
bles will be out of sight.”

We welcome a new year this 
coming week, and we hope our 
current troubles will indeed fade. 
But as we look back over this most 
diffi cult year, there have been 
many bright moments. It has been 
heartwarming and reassuring to 

witness our community come to-
gether to help each other in myr-
iad ways. We have seen it over and 
over this year as people gave their 
all to support each other, to feed 
and nourish each other, to bright-
en dark moments, to keep each 
other safe and well. 

The Lew-Port Holiday Project is 
the perfect example. A few weeks 
ago, we focused on how you could 
give, and give you did. Thank you 
to everyone who gave generously 
in support of the project by select-
ing an ornament and/or making a 
donation to assist our families for 
the holidays. Together, we fulfi lled 
the Christmas wishes of 75 chil-
dren, and provided 34 families with 
food, presents and Tops gift cards. 

Heartfelt thanks to our school 
social workers, Danielle Kudela, 

Erin Myers, Emily Brook and 
Alyssa Cino, who organized the 
Lew-Port Holiday Project. Dani-
elle expressed gratitude to all, 
with special appreciation to our 
area churches and outside or-
ganizations, especially Mary El-
len Aureli from St. John Episco-
pal Church; Charlotte Perri and 
Kathleen Harold from Messiah 
Lutheran Church; Charles Barber 
from Lewiston Kiwanis; Rita Rolfe 
from the Town of Porter; Melinda 
Olick from the Youngstown Senior 
Center; the Lewiston Police De-
partment; and the Lewiston-Porter 
United Teachers.

On behalf of the Board of Edu-
cation, from our families to yours: 
Though, it’s been said many times, 
many ways – merry Christmas to 
you! 

Town Board 
meeting on Zoom
The Town of Lewiston announced its 

year-end Town Board regular meeting/
fi nal audit, scheduled for 6 p.m. Monday, 
Dec. 28, will be held by Zoom only.

Town Clerk Donna Garfi nkel said that 
interested residents who would like to 
join the meeting may do so at https://
zoom.us/j/98336668641?pwd=M0p5eE
R1TjYvblRlQml0aWpGc0lrQT09. Those 
intending to view the session by iPhone 
or smartphone can dial in by location to 
1-301-715-8592 with meeting ID 983 3666 
8641 and passcode 135462.

All residents will be given the opportu-
nity to address the Town Board. 

The agenda for the meeting can be 
found on the Town of Lewiston website at 
www.townofl ewiston.us.

Community Holiday Baskets Program benefi ts area’s needy

Dozens of volunteers team up to make River Region campaign ‘a great success’ 
By Terry Duffy 

Call it another success for 
Youngstown.

Despite the many ravages from 
COVID-19 throughout the year, the 
Village of Youngstown community 
again stepped up to the plate and 
came through for the annual holiday 
program to assist needy families in 
the River Region. 

Organizers of the Youngstown/
Town of Porter Community Holiday 
Baskets Program report this year’s 
campaign was “a great success” 
with 49 needy families and 106 chil-
dren assisted for Christmas.

“We are so grateful to so many 
community members and organiza-
tions who were especially generous 
with their gifts of time, food and chil-
dren’s gifts, as well as monetary do-
nations,” program chairwoman Rita 
Rolfe said. “The Youngstown Lions 
Club, our biggest annual supporter, 
not only gave a large monetary do-
nation, but also bought many specifi c 
gifts that were on needy children’s 

wish lists. Many other organizations 
were also a big help.”

Gift organizing chairwoman Janet 
Brooks said, throughout the week 
of Dec. 6-11, dozens of volunteers 
(donning masks and social distanc-
ing) worked daily at the Village Red 
Brick Community Center. Their efforts 
included organizing and wrapping 
the donated gifts for each family, as 
well as sorting and packing foods for 
families. On Saturday, Dec. 12, vol-
unteer drivers joined in to send the 
children’s gifts and donated foods to 
needy families. 

“All together, there over 150 won-
derful volunteers who helped our 
Community Holiday Baskets Program 
this year!” Brooks said. 

She added that, due to the over-
whelming support received from the 
community, the program would be 
able to assist even more, with addi-
tional food gift cards to be distributed 
in January and February. 

Organizations that assisted in this 
effort included: A&M Auto Services; 

Boy Scout Troop 829-Youngstown; 
the estate of Marie Stephens; Fidelis 
Care; First Presbyterian Church dea-
cons; First Presbyterian Church Wom-
en’s Association; Lewiston-Porter Unit-
ed Teachers Association; Lewiston 
-Porter Elementary retired teachers 
and staff; Swissmar; DiMino Lewiston 
Tops; Mary Rose Casero and the Di-
Mino family; St. Bernard’s Altar and 
Rosary Society; St. John’s Episcopal 
Church congregation; St. John Lu-
theran Church congregation; Town of 
Porter offi ce staff; U.S. Coast Guard 
Niagara; Victoria’s Family Hair 
Care; Village of Youngstown Mayor 
Raleigh Reynolds and Board of Trust-
ees; Village of Youngstown offi ce 
staff; Village of Youngstown Depart-
ment of Public Works; Youngstown 
Free Library; Youngstown Gar-
den Club; Youngstown Lions Club; 
Youngstown Study Club; Youngstown 
Women’s Club; and the Youngstown 
Yacht Club.

“Thanks to everyone who helped, 
and happy New Year,” Rolfe said.

Living nativity 
scene on 

Creek Road
On Monday evening, 

members of the Unit-
ed Baptist Christian 
Church on Creek Road 
in Lewiston gathered 
to stage a living nativ-
ity event. The drive-thru 
program, held in the 
rear of the church, fea-
tured meaningful holi-
day displays, including 
live animals on location. 
Members participated 
and also served hot 
chocolate for visitors. 
(Submitted photo)
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